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Nobody knows for sure, but the current 
consensus of the Brotherhood of Painters and the 
Allied Trades Painters say that painters compared 
themselves to the purity of the white uniforms 
worn by other professionals (nurses, chefs, 
bakers) and that the white uniforms separated 
them from other tradespeople.  

In the 1800s, non-union workers usually wore blue 
overalls or ordinary work clothes. Paint smeared on a 
white uniform wouldn’t really show because paint was 
mostly white wash back then. Professional union 
painters, in the beginning, wore white overalls, 
white jackets and black ties.  Even today, painters 
wearing fresh whites stand apart from others wearing

jeans and t-shirts. Whites can also be 
bleached, which helps to get rid of more 
stains, thus looking clean longer.
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AMAZING NEWS
WHY  DO  PAINTERS  WEAR  WHITES

Check Out These Events For Starters
Chapter Meetup
Wednesday, JULY 24
4:00pm - 6:00pm
Speaker:  4:30pm
San Ramon | Firehouse 37, 250 Market Place 

Hosted Bar & Pizza

TITAN:  Airless Safety & Best Practices 
Marlon Marroquin, Territory Manger, will be 
giving a hands-on safety demonstration.

Guests are Welcome!
Bring—or send—a key staffer or safety 
supervisor from your company!   

Coming...Summer 2019

AERIAL LIFT EQUIPMENT 
Training & Certification

PDCC & East Bay Chapter Safety Event 



Can You Imagine...

...your company's Safety Culture
doing this for Youtube?

He's tied off, so don't worry.

It’s All About Safety 

In India, two workers paint all day in Bosun Chairs. It
makes you appreciate our stringent safety protocols.  
We’ve come a long way.

THE TOP 10 OSHA VIOLATIONS FOR :2018

1. Fall Protection

2. Hazard Communication

3. Scafolding-General Requirements.

4. Respiratory Protection

5. Lockout/Tagout

6. Ladders

7. Powered Industrial Trucks

8. Fall Protection - Training Requirements

9. Machine Guarding

10. Eye and Face Protection

4,836 WORKERS 
were killed on 
the job in the 
U.S.  The fatal 
injury rate has 
remained the 
same since 2014. 

150 workers die 
in work-related 
accidents every 
day. 

SAFETY
MATTERS!

Falls in construction continue to be the 
#1 cause of death of and injury of private 
workers, according to Federal OSHA. 

1 million workers
are injured on the job every year 
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ANATOMY OF A PROFESSIONAL PAINTING CONTRACTOR

The hat is a personal 
thing. It is his signature

Life size samples of 
paint swatches are 
always in his truck.

Clint Eastwood steely 
gaze lets everyone 
know he means to 
paint, no matter what.

Shirt and tie says, “I clean up good 
when I need to so don’t mess 
with my serene nature

A Moustache 
says “I know 
Who I Am.”

Overall appearance 
radiates command, 
intelligence and jovial 
nature. “I’m Successful”

Some people aren’t affected by high VOC levels, but the long-term 
effects are still there. 50 years ago, we built houses that were loose and air
moved through them quite easily and furniture was made of real wood (not 
chipboard with lots of glue and formaldehyde). Todays homes are built tight, 
mainly for energy conservation.  So indoor air quality sometimes suffers because 
of lack of ventilation and off-gassing of curtains, carpets, upholstery, drapes, floor 
materials and coatings. Off gassing can occur in caulks and tapes too.
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In the Dutch town of Eindhoven, artist Daan Roosegaarde has 
paid homage to Vincent Van Gogh, by creating a glowing bike 
path that relies on solor powered LED lights and interprets his classic 
painting "Starry Night."

Coating Signals Critical Unseen 
Damage…
Researchers at the University of Illinois 
are developing a coating that indicates 
structural damage so small that it would 
otherwise be undetectable, yet still 
capable of catastrophic failure. 

A new polymer coating formulated for 
use on structural materials is being 
applied. When the material is damaged, 
the coating changes color to RED to 
alert inspectors. 

Applications include airplanes, bridges  
pipelines.   

Steve Fagrey, Chapter Administrator
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